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RHODES, WILLIAM BAMliS (1772-
18^t)), dramatic writer, second son of Richard
lUiodoa of Leeds, and of Mercy, his wife, was
born on Christmas day 1772. In 'early life
he was a writer in an attorney's office, but
about 1790 he obtained the post of clerk in
the Bank of England, His ability and as-
siduity led. to his promotion in 1823 to the
oiftee oi% a chief teller, which he held till his
death, which took place at Bedford Street,
Bedford Square, London, on 1 3^ov. 1826.
lie left a widow, and a daughter was born
posthumously.

llhodes is chiefly known as the author of a
lonp popular burlesque, ' BombastesFurioso/
widen was produced, anonymously, at the
II ay market on 7 Auj. 1810, when Mathers
took the part of the King of Utopia and Liston
that of Borabastes. It was first printed in
jkiblin in 1813, but was not published with
the author's name until 1822, Since then
numerous editions have been issued* llliodes
waa also a collector of dramatic literature,
and made large purchases at the I{oxburghe
$ale in June .1812, His library was sold by
Sotheby in 1825. He also write : 1. 'The
Satires of Juvenal/ translated into English
verse, 1801, 12mo. 2. i Epigrams,' 1803,

[Gent. Mag. 1826, n. 471 ; Genest's Account
of the Stage, viii. 203.]                     E. I. 0.

RHODBI MMVK, i.e. THE GKMT (d.
P77), Welsh king, was the son of Merfyn
Frych [q, v.], on whose death in 844 he
became ruler of North Wales, According
to Jesus Coll. MS. 20 (Cymrodor, viii, 87).
lie was the son of Nest, heiress of Powys, and
grandson of ' Ethellt,' heiress of Gwynecld ;
later authorities ('Gwentian Brut,' Powel,
Carnhuanawc) reverse the two names. By
his marriage with Angharad, daughter of
Meurig- ap Dyfnwallon, he became, on the
death (in 871) of GKvgon, her brother, ruler
of Ceredigion and Ystrad Tywi also; his
realm then extended from Anglesey to Gower,
though hemmed in on the west by Dyfed
(extending from St, David's to Carmarthen),
and on the east by principalities occupying
the modern Radnorshire, Brecknockshire, and
Glamorganshire, It was probably against
Itliodri, who was an active and energetic
prince, that Burhred of Mercia in 853 sought
the help of his overlord Ethel wulf ; the West-
Saxon King led an expedition into Wales,
which for a time re-established the Mercian
supremacy. But Rhoclri was chiefly occupied
In withstanding the incursions of the Danes,
who, with the 'Dubh Gaily or 'gentiles
xngri'of the Menevian annals, appeared in
the Irish Sea from about 8oO, auu begun to

press hardly on Wales, Irish chronicles tell
how he slew a Danish leader' Horm' in 855; in
876 he suffered a reverse, probably the' battle
in Anglesey on a" Sunday' recorded under
that year in * Annales Cambriae/ which com-
pelled him to flee to Ireland. In the follow-
ing year both he and his son (or brother?)
Gwriad were slain by the English, a blow ao
keenly felt b^ his subjects that a victory
over the English won on the banks of the
Conway three years later canle to be known
as l God's vengeance for Hhodri.'
According to Asser, Khodri left six sons',
of whom he mentions Anarawd as thtf
leader (Mm. Hist. Ifrit. p. 488). Two others,
Cadell and Merfyn, ore named by early au-
thorities ;. as to the other three there is some
discrepancy, , A tradition, of the existence
of which in the time of Giraldus Cambrensis
there is evidence, asserts that on their father's,
death, Anarawd, Cadell, and Merfyn divided
his dominions among them, taking'Gwyneddj
South Wales, and rowys respectively (Gin.
GAMBR. Dwcriptio jKambriev, i. 2). It is cer-
tain that Anarawd and Cadell rounded tli$
royal houses of Gwynedd and Deheubarth;
Merfyn appears to have transmitted no
princely claims, and his possession of Powy^
is unattested. In later times the story rim
that Bhodri himself made the partition, as-
signing a royal court to each of the three
sons, and arranging for the supremacy of
the eldest over the other two (Gwentian
Brut in Myv. Arch. 2nd ed. p. 688, Sir John
Price in the' description' prefixed to Powel'a
Mistvrie, Humphrey Llwyd and Powel iu
the Ilistorie itself). A document in the
lolp MBS. (pp. BO-1) aids the provision
made by Rhodri for the settlement of dis-
putes between two of the three princes. In.
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
there was much debate among the antiquaries
of Wales as to whether Ararawd or Cadell
were the eldest and therefore the privileged
son, North and South Wales being at issue
upon the matter. A full discussion of the
topic from the northern point of view may
be found in Vaugjhan of llengwrt'sf British.
Antiquities Itevived' (166)2, reprinted a$
Bala UPL 1884).
[Chronicle and Genealogies in Harl. MS,
3859, as printed in Cytnrodor, vol. ix.; JVus
Coll. MS. 20, as printed in Cymrodor, vol. viii.;
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle; Annals of Ulster;
Chroruco" Seotonim, Holla ed.] J. E. JL.
EHODKI AB OWAIN (d. 1195), Welsh
prince, was a son of Owain Gwyixedd, [q. v.*]
by Ms cousin Oristyn or Crisiant, daughter of
(jronw ab Owain ab Edwin,. On his father's
deatfy in 1170 he was one of many cluiimuits ibr